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Dear Headteacher,
Jermin Productions would like to welcome you and your students to the world of our our 2018 highflying Pantomime ALADDIN. Jermin Productions are looking forward to lifting the curtain on their sixth
Pantomime production and welcoming the young and not so young to four magnificent theatre
venues across South Wales this Christmas. That's right, this December we are excited to present to
you our most magical adventure of all.. a production packed with BIG voices, Transporting sets and a
tale that will take you on a journey HIGHER than ever before!
We are inviting You, your staff and teachers and most importantly your students to watch this exciting
piece of Theatre at our favourite festive time of the year. We look forward to welcoming your school
to our Pantomime and for your students to have the opportunity to experience live educational
theatre, with popular songs, comedy sketches and a completely unique and original script of a story
that is set in the heart of Wales.
This year we wanted to highlight to the children how a visit to the theatre can be applied to their
everyday subjects and curriculum. This pack has therefore been designed for the use of teachers
and students who are due to visit the Aladdin Pantomime this Winter.
This Education Pack has been designed with the target audience of Key Stage 1 and 2 however
there a number of extension tasks which can be developed for those students working at a higher
level. Each page has been designed as a print out sheet which can be given to the students as a
main task or delivered as 'Mini Exercises'.
We hope you find this pack informative and supportive to both your lesson plans and your pupil's
learning. We share your commitment to making this a memorable and magical experience for each
and every child at your school so that they, too, will associate Jermin Productions with the joyful
experience of Pantomime.
We look forward to welcoming you to the thetare this Christmas and
hope you have a magical few months!
Kind Regards,

Mark, Nia and the Team at Jermin Productions

Note for all Teachers:
Please feel free to look through and use these pages,
ideas and exercises to form Lesson plans in the time
surrounding the school visit to this year’s Pantomime…
More ideas as well as Cast appearances at your Class /
School can be given by contacting our team:

enquiries@jerminproductions.co.uk
01792 47 44 11

About Jermin Productions
Jermin Productions has vast experience of producing large scale productions and events in the form of Musicals,
Pantomime, Live Events, Children’s Theatre, Theatre in Education, Concerts, Cabarets, Rehearsed Readings,
Radio, Fashion shows, Immersive Theatre, and Site Specific Productions. The Company was officially established in
2013 in South Wales by theatrical duo Mark and Nia Jermin. The brother and sister duo each have varied and
versatile theatrical backgrounds but both share an incredible passion for theatre and for bringing new and innovative
performances to their audiences.
In 2013 the company produced their first ever Pantomime title CINDERELLA at Swansea's Penyrheol Theatre. Since
then, Jermin Productions has grown into a 4 venue South Wales tour seeing their Pantomimes arrive in areas
including Carmarthen, Llanelli, Swansea, Port Talbot and Ebbw Vale. Last year their GIGANTIC production of Jack
and the Beanstalk hosted hugely popular school shows at Port Talbot's Princess Royal Theatre, Carmarthen's Lyric
Theatre and Llanelli's Ffwrnes Theatre. After a great response and feedback, the company are returning with the
adventurous title Aladdin and aim to work closer with the schools and local community in the build up to the
Pantomime season!
In addition to their touring South Wales Pantomime Jermin Productions also produce an in-house, hour long
Pantomime at Bluestone Resort in Narberth. This year's chosen title is the Disney classic, SNOW WHITE!
Mark and Nia are excited to produce this brand new Pantomime title, Aladdin and to also welcome new and returning
audience members to step into the magical world of Pantomime.

"From the team at Jermin Productions we would like to wish you all a fantastic
year and are excited to welcome you to enjoy the magic, excitement and adventure
of Aladdin 2018/19."

What is Pantomime?
Pantomime is a unique British tradition commonly found in theatres up and down the UK throughout the winter
period. Pantomime has become a part of British culture but it's origins are from beyond the British shores. The
Pantomime we see today can be distinguished by it's dramatisation of a classic fairytale told through the use of
eccentric characters and absurd situations. Pantomime is a world where men can dress as women and women can
dress as men ie; a male actor almost always takes on the role of the dame and a female actor can sometimes take
on the role of the leading character of Aladdin or Dick Whittington. Good ALWAYS triumphs over evil and audiences
are as much a part of the action as the Pantomime cow, the beanstalk or the magic beans. The stories are told with
gigantic emotional heart through the use of acting, song, dance and intriguing magical illusions.

Where do the stories come from?
Jack and the Beanstalk
This tale was first performed as a pantomime in 1819 at the Theatre Royal Drury Lane.
Since then the story has evolved into a brand new tale with the only similarity being the
part where a Beanstalk grows from the ground. (Jack and the Beanstalk is the 2017 title
for Jermin Productions' South Wales tour).

Dick Whittington
Did you know? Dick Whittington is the only tale which is based on a real person. The story
is based on Richard Whittington who was born in 1358 in Gloucestershire. In 1382, Dick
married Alice Fitzwarren and they actually had a cook named Sarah which could have
been the inspiration for the character Dame Sarah the Cook. (Jermin Production produced
Dick Whittington in 4 South Wales venues in 2016/17).

Sleeping Beauty
Sleeping Beauty was a popular melodrama when it began, but morphed into a traditional
Pantomime in 1822. This is a difficult story to tell as there is a 100 year gap between the
start and the end of the story. (Jermin Productions performed this in 2015).

Cinderella
Cinderella was first performed in 1804 and still to this day is the most popular Pantomime
tale of all. It is believed that the first ever story of Cinderella originated from China, more
than 1,100 years ago. Did you know that Cinderella was the first ever Pantomime Jermin
Productions produced in 2013 in Penyrheol Theatre.

Aladdin
Aladdin has been a popular Pantomime choice for over two hundred years and next year,
Disney will be remaking the film of this title with a whole range of celebrities including Will
Smith. In Pantomime, the role of Aladdin is often played by a woman and falls in love with
the beautiful Princess Jasmine.

Masks
Masks were originally used to potray the various characters and also express emotions or relationships between
characters. They also aided the volume of the actor’s voice allowing them to project their sound over a large
audience and sometimes open air venue. Today we have the advancement of modern technology which means
that we are able to use microphones to help our voice be heard by the audience. We often wear masks but now use
the art of Make Up and face paint allowing us to convey extreme characters and enhance certain characteristics
whilst still seeing the actor’s face and natural facial expressions.

Commedia del l'Arte
The elements of song and dance in pantomime are very important and the influence of Commedia can be seen
here. This form of entertainment travelled from Venice through Italy to France, where it became popular. It
consisted of a number of stock characters performing in comic situations. The actors generally improvised the
plot involving characters such as Arlecchino, or Harlequin and his true love, Columbina or Columbine. Other
stock characters include the over-protective father, Pantaloon. In a number of versions Pantaloon has a servant,
Punchinello, later to be known as the Clown, and a soldier, an unsuitable suitor who seeks the hand of
Columbine. Comic chases and tricks were employed to full effect.

Italian Night Scenes
The difficulty with Commedia del l’Arte transferring from
France to Britain was that, in the main, the actors did not
speak English. The scenes from their continental shows
had to now be mimed and more emphasis was put on
singing and dancing. These shows evolved into what
became known as ‘Italian Night Scenes’ and became
popular in this country.

The story of ALADDIN
Aladdin lives in China with his mother, Widow Twankey. They are poor and Widow Twankey works very
long hours in a launderette in Peking. Aladdin always tries to avoid hard work which does not impress
his mother one bit. Our villain, Abanazar, offers Aladdin the chance to get rich. He gives Aladdin a magic
ring, asking him to do a favour in return. Abanazar tells Aladdin to go deep into a dark cave and bring
him an old lamp. However, Abanazar tries to trick Aladdin by telling him to pass up the lamp, while
plotting to leave Aladdin in the cave alone. Guessing that a trick is being played on him, Aladdin won’t
hand over the lamp, so Abanazar refuses to let Aladdin out and seals the cave forever with a magic
spell. Finding himself trapped, Aladdin rubs his hands in despair, inadvertently rubbing the ring which
conjures, the Slave of the Ring. With the help of the slave of the ring Aladdin eventually escapes out of
the cave with the lamp.
The lamp contains a Genie, who can grant 3 wishes. Through the Genie’s wishes, Aladdin and his
mother, Widow Twankey, become very rich, but Aladdin’s life is not complete. Aladdin knows of a
beautiful girl, Princess Jasmine, the Emperor’s daughter, whom he wants to marry. With the help of the
Genie of the Lamp, the Emperor agrees to the marriage and Aladdin and his new Princess bride live
very well - never wishing for anything more. The Genie builds Aladdin a wonderful palace - far more
magnificent than that of the Emperor himself.
But, it is not yet a happy ending. Abanazar returns with a plan to trick Jasmine, who is unaware of the
lamp's importance, into exchanging the lamp for a new, non- magical one. Once he has his hands on the
lamp, he orders the Genie to take the palace and the Princess, to his home in a hidden desert in Egypt.
Fortunately, Aladdin retains the magic ring and is able to summon the Slave of the Ring. Although the
lesser genie cannot directly undo any of the magic of the Genie of the Lamp, he is able to transport
Aladdin to Egypt, and help him recover his wife and the lamp, and defeat Abanazar.

Pantomime Characters at YOUR SCHOOL!
We can bring our team, cast, costumes, music and props to YOU for a pre pantomime treat. This
is hugely popular with students and teachers as it not only allows pupils to be extra familiar with
the Cast and story but also allows our Cast to demonstrate and give educational presentations
that allow students to learn outside of classroom in a really fun, memorable way!
We can offer assemblies and presentations on:
- Healthy Eating
- Road Safety
- Anti-Bullying
- Cyber Safety
- Going Green - Recycling and Care of the planet
And much more.. Please get in touch to request your personalised and exclusive school
assembly.

Testimonials and Feedback:
“The innovative approach by Jermin Productions around their pantomime production in
Carmarthenshire has been highly original and refreshing. Added to that the school visits undertaken in
order to promote their production whilst at the same time making it of educational value to the children
in the school has also been a great benefit. Their proposed intention of offering relaxed performances,
especially catering for those who have learning difficulties in order to allow them both to attend a
pantomime and participate as well, in a safe and caring environment is truly ground breaking. They
also intend including a welsh language production this year which I fully support and again will enhance
what is already a great offer by Jermin Productions. They have my full support."
Councillor Emlyn Dole
“We are delighted to be working with this year’s Panto Cast to relay key Fire Safety
messages to our high risk primary schools. The assemblies are really fun but also very
informative which is excellent news to parents and teachers”
Bethan Gill (MAWW FIRE- Mid and West Wales Fire Safety)

To book your school visit please contact 01792 47 44 11.

The history of Pantomime
In Britain, we are used to the idea of Pantomime and see a Christmas visit to the theatre as a tradition suitable for
the entire family. Each year we book our tickets for a festive production filled with comedy, pyrotechnics and of
course hilarious and absurd characters who win our hearts each time they step out onto the stage. The stories are
told with gigantic emotional heart through the use of acting, song, dance and intriguing illusions disguised by a little
Panto magic! But Pantomime has not always been a traditional production, it has taken years and years for this
idea to be accepted and celebrated across the UK. Think about it... a Pantomime has a man dressed as a women,
often a woman dressed as a man, lot's of slapstick comedy and always a few animals thrown in to the mix.. It's not
always that easy to explain! We'll take you back to the start of Pantomime and you'll soon see how long it has taken
for Panto to become our favourite festive treat!

Where does Pantomime actually originate from?
The word itself is made up by the Greek word 'mimos' meaning 'to imitate'
and 'Pantos' meaning 'all'. From this simple collaboration of two words we
have managed to create a whole industry within the UK but the theatrical
side of this production stems from various countries around the world.
Some elements of Pantomime stemmed and developed from Ancient
Greek and Roman Theatre and there are a few signs to suggest their
similarities:

1
2
3

In Greek Theatre an actor was often required to use their full bodies to communicate the story, this
was because they used to perform to such large audiences so they had to make sure their actions
were clearly visible to the spectator.
Using stories from Greek mythology, there was a strong element of comedy in this early form of
entertainment. Today, a Pantomime relies heavily on audience participation and the comedy element
of the production as a whole and more specifically the characters eg: The Dame.

In ancient Roman times one actor often played every part in a piece of theatre and would have to
use props and masks to convey a different character. Today the male actor is disguised as a
women to play the Pantomime Dame, the actor uses make-up, appendages, wigs and flamboyant
costumes to alter his image and gender in the show.

The origins of British Pantomime as it is
known dates back to the middle ages,
taking on board the traditions of the Italian
'Commedia dell'Arte', the Italian Night
Scenes and British Music Hall to produce
styles of theatre which still thrive today.

Be a Storyteller
All of the best storytellers, writers and authors use a variety of 'describing words' to
make their writing more interesting, exciting and fun to read. Adjectives are used to
also tell the readers what type of person the character is... are they pretty? scary?
wicked? Tell us by choosing 3 adjectives to describe each character below.

1. ____________________

1. ____________________

2. ____________________

2. ____________________

3.____________________

3.____________________

1. ____________________

1. ____________________

2. ____________________

2. ____________________

3.____________________

3.____________________

Create your very own story board
Every classic fairytale has a beginning, middle and end, from slaying the dragon to
living happily ever after with a beautiful princess. Can you identify what the
beginning, middle and end is in our Aladdin tale.
(Be sure to use the Synopsis to help remember the story)

Beginning - What is happening?

Middle - What is happening?

End - What is happening?

Be a Poet
An acrostic poem is a poem in which the first letter or word of each line spells out a
message. Try writing an acrostic poem using the word 'ALADDIN'.

A
L
A
D
D
I
N

A limerick is a poem where the first two lines rhyme, the second two lines rhyme and the final line
rhymes with the first two. Below is an example about Jafar who was the villain in the Disney Movie
Aladdin, Do you think you can create your own limerick poem?
There once was a man named Jafar,
Who, honestly, was quite bizarre.
His beard had a twirl,
Wished Jasmine were his girl,
But, alas, she’d prefer him very far.

___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

Be a Mathematician
Aladdin entered the mysterious cave and found gold, jewels and diamonds which made his
the richest man in all the land! Using the key below, work out how much each of the
diamonds are worth and use this to work out the simple sums below!

=3

=2

=7

ADDITION:

=5

= 15

SUBTRACTION:

+

=

−

=

+

=

−

=

DIVISION:

MULTIPLICATION:

+

=

÷

=

+

=

÷

=

Design your own sums using the jewels above:
Draw your own coloured jewels below and swap with your partner to see if they can solve
your secret sums.

+

+

=

Be a Journalist
Calling all aspiring writers, authors and journalists to help us report some strange happenings in the local
area. There have been mysterious objects flying through the sky,a magic lamp and some mystical genies
creating a spell or two! Below we have given you some headlines which have featured in the local
newspaper but there is no story or description to go with them. On a separate piece of lined paper, can you
expand on these headlines and make a statement as an eye witness?
Why were you there? What did you see? What did you think?

Headline 1:

Mysterious shape spotted flying through the sky
Headline 2:

Hidden cave of wonders revealed!
Headline 3:

Princess Jasmine missing from Palace!
Now can you create a story headline for an eye witness report below? The report was made by
a villager who spotted Aladdin talking to our Slave of the Ring, use your detective skills to get to
the bottom of this story.

Headline: _______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
Eye Witness Account: (Guard)
"I couldn't believe it. I was just working on my stall, as I do every day and all of a sudden I saw a
bright flash of lightand a puff of smoke! I thought I was seeing things and then a magical, fairy
jumped out of this small, gold lamp. I couldn't believe what I was seeing, well, it's not something you
see everyday! There's been some strange things happening around here lately.

EXTENSION TASK!!
Can you write your own Newspaper article on the
battle that took place between Jack and the
Giant. Remember to include details of the event,
any suspicious behaviour leading up to the event
and an eye witness account from someone
involved in the story. It could be a passer by, a
main character or even a police office at the
scene.

Be an Actor
The first exercise in this section will allow the children to explore the characters and
discuss their personalities, status and physicality during the production. The students
will need to discuss and brainstorm adjectives often used to describe these
characters before shifting their focus onto their physicality and status within the
Pantomime.

1A. Split the class into groups of 5 and allocate one Pantomime character to each group. Now that
the groups have their character they must brainstorm 5 adjectives which can be used to best describe
this character. This should take approximately 10 minutes, at the end of this timed exercise one
person from each groups should share their adjectives with the class.
This exercise can be repeated by either rotating the characters around the class or allocating a brand
new set of characters which could be from a different Pantomime.
1B. In their groups, one student will become the statue and the rest of the students will be sculptors.
The teacher will give the class one Pantomime character to create in their groups. Then sculptors will
need to mould and physically move the statue into a pose or position that best portrays the
character.
Example: For a Fairy the statue may have their arms in the air like their casting a spell, they would be
big and bold. They may also use a prop as a magic wand or crown.
Once again this can be repeated by giving the class more characters so that children can take turns
being the statue.
1C. Now, one by one, each student will stand in front of the class and act out an adjective and the
other children will have to guess what word the student is portraying. (This could be done as a
reflection exercise at the end of the class so that the teach can assess how much the children have
learnt)

The second part of this section will see the children look at the Pantomime production
as a whole and will identify the common elements of a classic British Pantomime. The
children will then develop to create their own 'BITESIZE' Pantomime snippet featuring
some of these classic features.
2A. In groups or as a full class the students must brainstorm what
elements feature in a Pantomime. For example audience participation,
sweets thrown into the audience, battle between Good and Evil etc.
2B. In small groups the students will now create a small snippet of a
Pantomime including a call and repeat section (Oh No You Didn't), a
battle between Good and Evil and of course a magical spell. The
students will then present this to the rest of the class. Be free to use
props and costumes to enhance your performance.

8 Conventions of a classic British
Pantomime
1. Audience Participation - Everyone who attends a British Pantomime should expect to shout, scream and
respond to the characters on stage. If you're not one for taking part then a Pantomime is not for you.
(Especially not the front row). It has become a well know tradition that audiences Boo and Hiss for the evil
characters as well as taking part in a simple call and repeat. You may have heard of it before:
'Oh no you didn't'
'Oh yes we did!'
2. Good V Evil Fight Scene - A classic Pantomime will always celebrate the power and strength of the good
characters and will prove that GOOD will ALWAYS conquer EVIL. Each Pantomime tale will have a life lesson
or morale which will be taught to the children and other audience members throughout the story. There is
usually a large battle at the end of the production which sees the magic of the good character defect the
classic Panto Villain.
3. Jokes and Panto Puns - Pantomime celebrates cheesy jokes which can often be found in Christmas
crackers in December. The characters will deliver multiple classic knock knock jokes and puns which are play
on words.
4. Animal played by actor - In the majority of Pantomimes there is a featured animal or mascot type
character which will be played by a chorus member within the show. This year we have a cow in Jack and the
Beanstalk, last year in Dick Whittington we had a cat and of course Pantomime Villain was King RAT.
5. Songsheet - Each Pantomime will have a simple tune or melody that will be learnt by the audience
members at the end of each show. Sometimes the lyrics for this have been changed and personalised for the
show, these will often feature on a projection screen so the audience can sing along. Usually the comedy
character will deliver this section with the help of a few children from the audience who will get to come up on
stage.
6. Slosh Scene - A slapstick comedy routine may be performed, often a decorating or baking scene, with
humour based on throwing messy substances. Sometimes this may include a volunteer from the audience but
will always see the stage and comedy character get messy. Often eggs, slime or flour are used to create a
comedic scene.
7. A shower of Sweets - Sweets are often thrown into the audience by the dame as part of a joke or
sometimes as a reward for the audience if they have helped participate in the show. The children especially
enjoy this section of the show as they attempt to catch as many as possible.
8. Chase Scene - At some point during the performance, characters including the Dame and the comic will sit
on a bench and sing a cheerful song to forget their fears. The thing they fear appears behind them, but at first
the characters ignore the audience's warnings of danger. The characters soon circle the bench, followed by the
ghost or scary character, as the audience cries "It's behind you!" One by one, the characters see the ghost and
run off, until at last the Dame and the ghost come face to face, whereupon the ghost, frightened by the visage
of the Dame, runs away. This scene happens every single year but the song and feared character changes to
fit with the Pantomime title.

FUN ACTIVITIES!
Colour in our Magic Carpet below and create your very own design. Remember that this carpet
is MAGIC so you can use any colour! You can even give your magic carpet a fun name!

Magic Carpet's Name:

FUN ACTIVITIES!
Cut out each story line and place them in the order of the story.

Aladdin lives with his mother
Widow Twankey and helps her
run her launderette.

Aladdin rubs a magic ring
and meets a Spirit Fairy
who is the slave of the ring.

Aladdin meets Jasmine and
they get married.

Aladdin meets Abanazar who
asks him to go into a mysterious
cave for a lamp.

Aladdin rubs the magic lamp and
makes three wishes to the Genie
who makes him the riches person
in all the land.

FUN ACTIVITIES!
Deep in the mysterious cabe, Aladdin found diamonds, jewels and all the gold he could
wish for! The cave holds a mysterious secret. Can you solve the riddle and crack the
code to find out the magic words which will help Aladdin escape?

FUN ACTIVITIES!
Aladdin Wordsearch

Hidden in the maze below are 10 words related to this year's Aladdin
Pantomime. Can you find them all?
You can work independently or in pairs for this task. Why not make it
more fun and race against the time to find all of the hidden words!

Aladdin
Jasmine
Genie
Abu
Sultan
Desert

WORDBANK

Jafar
Iago
Lamp
Wishes
Prince Ali
Magic Carpet

FUN ACTIVITIES!
Connect the dots to reveal the magic lamp below!

FUN ACTIVITIES!
Help our JUNIOR J and our MAGIC CARPET
navigate their way through the maze to find the
Gold and Magic Lamp in the cave!!

Theatre Box Office Information

The Princess Royal Theatre,
Port Talbot
Box Office: 01639 763214
www.princessroyaltheatre.com

The Lyric Theatre, Carmarthen
Box Office: 0845 2262510
www.theatrausirgar.co.uk
@TheatrauSirGar
@TheatrauSirGar

The Ffwrnes theatre, Llanelli
Box Office: 0845 2262510
www.theatrausirgar.co.uk
@TheatrauSirGar
@TheatrauSirGar

@princessroyaltheatre
@princessroyalth

The Beaufort Theatre,Ebbw Vale
Online: https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/ebbwvale/the-beaufort-theatre/aladdin-pantomime-2018-thebeaufort-theatre
@TheBeaufortTheatre

Contact Us at Jermin Productions
If you have any further enquiries please do not hesitate to contact
admin@jerminproductions.co.uk or our general office number: 01792 474411.
JerminProductions
JerminProductions
@Jermin_Prod

#ALADDINSOUTHWALES
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